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Books
will soon be obsolete
in the schools.

Thomas Edison, quoted in Larry Cuban:
TechnoReformers and classroom teachers (1996).

IT is fine in schools and | am very keen
on it, but | think it should be done
probably one or at most two subjects a
week or alternatively it should be done
in out-of-school clubs and
out-of-school hours. | think that once
you've got the basic education, it's
fairly easy to learn the IT but without
the basic education you can't do it.

Nick Seaton, Chairman of the Campaign for Real Education.
The Commission : Education. BBC Radio 4, 13 September 1998




Those who have tried creating "technology
powerful classrooms" find that you need one
computer for every 3-4 children in a self
contained elementary classroom and one
for every 2-3 students in secondary classes
which switch every 40 minutes. They have
also found that it is a waste of resources to
put so many computers in the room of a
teacher who intends to lecture all day.

Jamie McKenzie: Ending the siege, (1998).

Computers were invented
to teach patience
to those who have
never experienced agriculture.

Technology is not an end in itself.

It is merely the highway or the car or
the airplane which takes you where
you want to go.

Jamie McKenzie: Ending the siege (1998)




INFORMATION

Rate of producing information

Ancient 1 character per second

AD 1500 3000 characters per second
Today 20000 characters per second

Rate of storage of information
Ancient 1 character/ 1 cc

AD 1500 500 characters/ 1 cc
Today millions characters/ 1 cc

Speed of transport (250 words/ 2000 km)
Ancient 18 days

AD 1900 4 minutes

Today thousandths of 1 sec

INFORMATION

Human comprehension

Ancient 300 words per minute
AD 1500 300 words per minute
Today 300 words per minute

Visual images

Ancient 100m bits/ glance
AD 1500 100m bits/ glance
Today 100m bits/ glance

Incredible

Network

That

Educators and
Researchers

Now

Expect

To answer all questions...

Lisa Griest.




With the introduction of full-text
search engines such as Alta Vista,
Excite (XCIT - news), HotBot,
Infoseek (SEEK - news), Lycos
(LCOS - news) and Northern Light,
the Web can be viewed as a
searchable 15-billion-word
encyclopedia.

Steve Lawrence and Lee Giles

of the NEC Research Institute, Princeton NJ, quoted
in: Maggie Fox,

Internet search engines... (1998).

The difficulty with the Internet
is not the amount of information,
it's the amount of poor information.

John Makulowich, in:
Reva Basch. Secrets of the super net searchers,
p. 284.

information (factual, clearly sourced, reliable,
quality)

misinformation (false, out-of-date, inaccurate,
incomplete)

malinformation (potentially dangerous or
damaging information, inappropriate information)
messed up information (poorly organized &
presented)

useless information (though one person's
trash may be another person's treasure)

Nicholas Burbules. Struggling wth the internet, quoted
by Ross Todd,
From net surfers to net seekers, 1998.




Above all, the hope is that students
will acquire a genuine love of learning
and disciplined habits of mind and
body that will guide their young
adulthood and be a source of
strength and enjoyment throughout
the whole of their lives.

Guide to the Middle Years Programme, (1994)
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