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| am very impressed by Encarta.
My son uses it to do his
homework, and he can answer
all the questions without having
to learn anything.

Verbatim quote, parent to David Johnson,
formerly Librarian, Sevenoaks School, 1993.
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What is plagiarism?

Plagiarism is the use of someone
else’s words or ideas without due

attribution or acknowledgement,
an attempt to pass off those

words or ideas as one’s own.
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WHY cite?

> Give credit where it's due
> Provide evidence of research

» Strengthen your arguments

> Build on what is known

> In turn, the writer will want, expect,
& deserve recognition

Plagiarism : beating the cheats — John Royce : Robert College

Why is plagiarism wrong?
>t is cheating, it is theft, it is fraud.

»“You didn’t learn the material. Your
writing skills didn’t improve. Your grade
is based on deception.” (Edlund)

»“Cheating takes away from everyone’s
achievement. If you are working hard
and doing your best, it's not fair when

somebody cheats” (Hess, quoted by Chidley,
1997).

Plagiarism : beating the cheats — John Royce : Robert College

Why they cheat

»Ignorance
> Need to pass, need to achieve
»Laziness, bad time management

»Everyone else does it (and seems to
||| get away with it)

» The teacher won‘t know

» The teacher does not care

» Culture

» Lack of understanding, lack of interest
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Carlson’s Conundrum

»Kids copy when they don’t

understand. (vcGregor: “Do scribes learn? Copying
and Information Use.” SLMR, 2001.)

»We learn best when we engage with
the material. (Fitzgerald; McGregor; McKenzie; etc.)

» Most Internet documents are written
for an adult audience.
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ADVANCED SEARCH CHEAT SHEET

Frint outthis page as an easy reference guide for Advanced Search

Advanced Search Home &

Finds documents containing all of the Specifisd words or phrases. Peanut AND butter finds documents with both
AND
the word peanut and the word butter

R Finds documents containing atlsast one of the specified words or phrases. Peanut OR butter finds documents
containing either peanut or butter. The found documents could cantain both tems, but not necessariy

Excludes documents containing the speified word or phrase. Peanut AND NOT butter finds documents with
AND NOT peanut but not containing butter. NOT must be us ed with anather aperator, ike AND. AltaVista does not acc ept
‘peanut NOT butter’ instead, specify pe anut AND NOT butter.

— Finds documents containing both specified words or phrases within 1.0 words of each other. Peanut NEAR butter
would find documents with peanut butter, but probiably not any ofher kind of butter.

O Use parentheses to group camplex Boolean phrases. For example, (1eanut AND butte) AND elly OR jam) finds.
documents with the words ‘aeanut butter and jelly’ o peanut butter and jam" or both

Finds pages that contain the speciied word of phrass in the text of a hyperlink. anchor*Click hers to visit

CriEEg garden.com’” would find pages with "Click here to visit garden.corm” as a ini

appleticiass Finds pages that contain a specified Java applet. Use applstmorph to find pages using applets called morph.

soemminecasaminnarne | FINS pa0es wihinthe specified domain. Use domain uk o find pages flom the United Kingdorn, or use =

il il [Document Done

‘HRstart] O] Explo. | _i5yste

R Alta... | Bfcheat

The cheat sites
and the paper mills

»Some are free and some for fee

»Many condemn plagiarism (?), many
condone it

»Some display their essays, some fax
or email

»Many link to other sites
»Some custom write essays
» Cost is no guarantee of quality
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+ 8593 : Elementary School Guidance Gounseling (1995)

Exarmines career and vocational counseling in elementary
schools and some of the issues related to its use

{ > pages: 7 ; Footnotes: 14; Sources.
ordernow!

=g + 8594 : The Schools and Self Esteem (1995) N

search.thedntabgse

Exarmines how the school and its teaching and
. administrative staff can exert a positive influence on the

€ { = development of self esteem in children
ordSFmOw! Pagos: 6 ; Footnotes: A SoUrces: 7

ance and Counseling for Handicapped Children in the
Alternative School Setting (1995)

Observes the school psychalogist as providing a counseling
function for teachers in the areas of behavioral rehearsal

€ { = and performance monitoring, so teachers can hetter
ordernow! mscharge their educational obligations
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15 ; Footrotes: A; Sources:
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+ 8596 : G es on Intelligence and Standardized Testing
(1995) H
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108593 | Elementary School Guidance Counseling
Exatmines career and vocational connseling in elementary schools and some of the issues
related to its use.  Written in 1995, 7 pages, 14 notes, 6 sources, $62.65

108594 | The Schools and Self Esteem
Examines how the school and its teaching and administrative staff can exert a positive =
influence on the development of self esteem in chidren  Writtenin 1995, 6 pages, 7
sources, $53.70

1-08595 | Guidance and Counseling for Handicapped Children in the Alternative School

Setting

Observes the school psythologist as providing a counseling function for teachers in the areas
of behavioral rehearsal and performance monitoring, so teachers can better discharge their
educational obligations.  Writtenin 1995, 15 pages, 22 sources, $13425

1-085% | Critique of Articles on Intelligence and Stndardized Testing
Argues against the use of standardized tests of academic achievement and exellence and how
well do 1Q. tests measure intelligence. Writtenin 1995, & pages, $53.70

1-08557 | School Choice Policy Initiative : A Memorandum
A Memo to a state assembly representative indicating that the American public is ready to
accept voucher systems which distributes funds equally to private schools so long as those
sthools are held to the minimum state educational standards by law.  Written in 1995, 4

i)

pages, $35.80
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Figuratively speaking (1)

»1996: 28 pay-for sites on the internet

(Hickman)

»1998: 38 free essay sites / 72 pay-for
sites (Hickman)

»2000: 11000 sites (sacchet)
»2000: 400 quality sites (Senechal)
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Figuratively speaking (2)

» 1997: Schoolsucks.com claimed between
5000 and 6000 visits per day

» 1999: High Performance Papers : peak
term-paper due time: 800 requests for
custom written papers — 800 requests a day

» 80% to 87% U.S. students admit to

cheating at least once (leiner & Lord; McCabe;
Who’s Who Among American Students, 1998)

» 26% admit to plagiarising at least once
(McCabe)
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Stone Soup

=
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Home  Submit and Request Essays Link Help Contact Us

})» achieva.com

AP Directory

English History Others Politics Science Social Seience

AP Search

ayTems M| Search
AP Mission Statement

welcome to AP Papers. This site is specially designed to help you and your writing
problems. Think of it as your 'road map." Use the toolbar on top to help you navigate. AP
Papers gives you access to a wide selection of college-level work written by various high
school students. Each paper submitted ta us must mest our strict requirements. If the
"qualifying! paper is acceptable, then it is added to our database. That is why al of our
papers are professionally written without errors or typos. Using this site wil really pay
Off--in the form of extra time, studying without actuslly studying, higher rades, and
more. We hope you take advantage our unique site and its vast resources

Copyright © 1999-2000 AP Papers, Inc. Al Rights Reserved.
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Legalize Gambling - Whether or not ta legalize gambling is a tough decision. The pr
GANGS - Gangs are a violent reality that peopls havs to deal with in t
Imrmigrants - Should the United States take on mare immigrants? 1s the United
Management - The experience during the (name of course) at (name of College:
Brofitability and Risk - Qualitative Criteria and Evaluations Profitability and Risk Alternative
Movies - Each war had a serious impact on the individuals surrounding it,

with Parents and Eanilies of Children with
Every family is governed by different rules, values, and norms
Ohesity - Obesity also called CORPULENCE, or FATNESS, excessive accurmulat
Baimnia - Most people believe that the first REAL praof of alien invasion
Baper Praducts Corporation - Mary Miller is the marketing manager for Paper Products
Corporat
Boetry - The song The Dance was written by Country Music star Garth Brook
Bopular Music - Popular music is: "music that is enjoyed by the largest possible
Crime and Punishment - Comparison Essay between Crime and Punishment and Nates from
the
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Racism - Racism is an evil that can destroy socitiy. America is a nation

Religion - People may have different views about a belief or refigion, but

School Uriforms - Mandatory uniforms is an answer that sorme give to stop the recent
Seattle's Suburbs History - Learning about what has changed has made us realize more
than ev

Social Paradigms - The first paradigm that 1 will relate to school is the structur
Mainstream Saciety - In the poem 1 am Joaquin written by past/writer Rodalfa Gon
Starving the Hungary - Though most Americans are aware of the Great Depression of
1523

State of Grace - The movie I chosed to view and write 3 report on was called *Sta
Physician-Assisted Suicide - Kathlesn M, Foley, authar of Campetent Gare for the Dying
In:

ste
To a Friend Whose Work Has Come to Triumph - In the poem "To a Friend Whose Work =l
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Good news, bad news

» The good news : most of the essays
on the free essay sites are mediocre.

» The bad news : teachers may not
realise that mediocre students are
plagiarizing mediocre essays.

» The worst of it : second language
students may not recognize poor
language, poor composition.
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Fortunately...

Students who cheat
tend to think that their teachers

are extremely stupid.
| Black (1999)
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The tricks they get up to

» Copy a large section but reference/ quote
just a small portion

» Build a pastiche from several sources
» Make up false citations/ references
»Use an author available in the library
»Invent an author/ source
»Use a real web site
»Reference a web site but not the web
page
» Make up quotations/ misquote
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Some (more) of the giveaways

» Lack of citations; mix of references

» Lack of bibliography

» ‘Interesting’ references to page numbers
» Level of works cited

» Reference to items not included

» Failure to cite good evidence!

» Spelling (US/ UK etc)
» Non-sequiturs
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Research
Is not about finding out.

Research
is about finding evidence!
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Finding evidence...

» Bibliography = witnesses!
» References = evidence!

» Check the evidence, check what the
witnesses have to say!
»Check what has been cited.
»Check what has not been cited.
»Check what should have been cited.
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The detective work

» Ask to see books, printouts, p/copies etc

» Check the sources cited
» Check what has been used and how
» Check for false citations

» Internet search for essay title, quotations,
unique words, random keywords, phrases

» Check resources available to students —
online and offline

» Check the cheat sites
» Use a search site/ use a search service
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The nitty-gritty

» Go where the kids go: library / -ies

» Cd-roms & online databases

»Yahoo!

» Use a variety of search & meta search
engines

» Use a variety of search strategies

» Use plagiarism search services

Plagiarism : beating the cheats — John Royce : Robert College

Eurekal

It need not all be lifted
— it's enough that some
(a significant proportion?)
is discovered to be stolen property...
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The tip of the iceberg
» The searchable web

» The rest of the web (the invisible web)

» The rest of the internet

> All other sources of information

> If it's not there, even the most
powerful search engine won't find it...
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You won'‘t catch them all

» The invisible web

» The invisible network

» Translations

» Obscure publications

»Unpublished materials
» The thrill of the chase
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When all is revealed!

» Give (the ignorant) a chance to make
amends (?)
»Better still, catch them before it's too late
»Be SURE of your facts.

» Follow policy.
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Deterrent measures

» SHOW YOU ARE SERIOUS!

» School ethos, policy

» Explanation & instruction

» Habit — citation from the start

» Restrict sources / demand hard-copies
» Systematic, random checks

» Make work interesting, make work
personal, use Essential Questions

» Make work fresh, don‘t rehash
» Live feedback/ the process skills
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The librarian’s role

» Sound the alarm!

» Guide & trainer.

» Detective / information specialist.
» Partner & collaborater.

» Advisor.

»Exemplar.
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The research evidence

It works!

»Pursuing an active anti-plagiarism
policy reduces plagiarism.

» Use of cheat-resistant assignments
and alternative assessment reduces
plagiarism.

Gajadhar, McGregor, et al.
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Plagiarism
Beating the Cheats

»Evidence
» Citations
» Bibliography
» Follow them up!
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