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For more effective searching;  you don’t need to remember or use all of these at once,

but get to master some, then try a few more.

Use boolean, especially + and – (or AND and NOT)


Use alternative words (OR) : use with care as this widens the search.


(alsatian or "german shepherd") finds documents which contain "alsatian" AND finds documents which 
contain "german shepherd".


Use NEAR to find words in close proximity

(Kennedy near Sinatra) finds documents which place the two names close to each other; NEAR often 
achieves more relevant search results than AND

Use MSN Advanced <http://search.msn.com/advanced.asp> to avoid proximity.


 MSN Advanced assumes you have specified  what you are looking for; a search for York places hits for 
York (England) ahead of hits for New York!


Put phrases in “inverted commas”



(“american war of independence”)

Shorten (truncate); use the “wild card” 

librar* searches for library, libraries, librarian, librarianship


Use alternative spellings and common mis-spellings


Try (“fiber optics” or “fibre optics” or “fiberoptiks”)

Try (dinosuar OR dinosaur), (“prostrate cancer” OR “prostate cancer”), (millenium OR millennium).

Search for unique keywords rather than common terms


Use link:URL to find pages which link to this page


Use domain:edu to find pages on educational sites



or (domain:com) or (domain:org) or (domain:gov)...


Use title:Blue Bar to find pages which have this title



(title:goodsearchingecis)

Use Ctrl+F to find keywords on the search page.


Use Search Alert type features



Get warned when new hits are found.


prefer lower case characters

Learn your favorite search engine’s foibles, especially find out if it ANDs 
search terms or ORs search terms.

(education and gender and brain and exploration)
some search engines will look only for documents containing all four terms. Some look for any document containing any one term!


Right-click, and open your hits in a new window.


With any search, try several different search engines;

bookmark your favorites;

come back occasionally to unfavorite search engines – they change!

